ROSH HASHANAH
READING + WRITING
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THE HISTORY AND TRADITIONS OF
ROSH HASHANAH

Many countries and cultures celebrate New Year's Eve on December 31 each year.
But did you know there are actually many different new year celebrations around
the world? One of the most significant is Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year. The
name "Rosh Hashanah" literally means "head of the year" in Hebrew. It's one of the
most important holidays for Jewish people worldwide and s filled with meaningful
traditions, customs, and prayer.

When Is Rosh Hashanah Celebrated?

The Jewish calendar is different from the Gregorian calendar used in the United
States and many other countries. In the Jewish calendar, Rosh Hashanah occurs on
the first and second days of the month of Tishrei. While Tishrei is actually the seventh
month of the Jewish calendar (not the first month as you might expect for a new
year), it marks the beginning of the civil year.

Rosh Hashanah usually falls in September or October on the Gregorian calendar.
The exact dates change each year because the Jewish calendar is based on lunar
cycles. Interestingly, Rosh Hashanah is just one of four different new year
observances in Judaism, but it's the most widely celebrated and marks when the
g(ee\‘\r\g year number changes.

A Time for Reflection and Celebration

Rosh Hashanah begins a ten-day period known as the "Days of Awe" or "High Holy
Days." This time concludes with Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement. During Rosh
Hashanah, many Jewish people do not work or attend school. Instead, they spend
time in synagogue services, which can last several hours. These services include
special prayers and readings from the Torah (the Jewish holy text).
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RIL1:
Explicit and Inferential Details

RI.2:
Main Idea

RI.3:
Analyze Ideas and Events

RI.Y:
Domain-Specitic Vocabulary

RI.10:
Text Complexity

Critical Thinking Prompts

Common Core Skills Covered
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Vocabulary and Writing Activities
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Fun Activities




Colorful Posters




Answer Keys Included




